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Her business
is books
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View

Kathy Arsenault
makes the buys

On readers and books
"I love the feel of books."
"I can read a book even while I'm
stirring a pot for dinner."
Escapism, addiction? Avid
readers sometime question their
preoccupation.
Libraries are defined as institutions charged with the collection,
care and circulation of books; yet
today, in this age ofhigh-tech
"cybermania" the focus h as broadened and excitement seems to lie in
state-of-the-art technology. After all,
words can be captured on microfiche
or accessed by CD ROM.
In spite of the shifting focus of
libraries; in spite of the ease of
flicking a button mi. a television
remote for instant access to entertainment or information, or booting
up a computer that offers on-screen
animated graphics, games and a
storehouse of knowledge; in spite of
the pleasures of going out to view a
good film or play, people continue to
wander stacks at bookstores searching and buying. Reading, itself,
seems as popular today as in the
past.
In Lost in a Book: The Psychology of Reading for Pleasure, Victor
Nell explores reasons that people
enjoy books. First and foremost,
people love stories, but they seek
information and entertainment as
well. Nell purports that reading is
See Gould on page 2

Walk into Poynter
Library and you see a
maze of books, some
170,000 of them. It
seems the library
contains books on
everything, from the
history of the gypsies
(Bury Me Standing) to
wh at it's like learning
to play the piano at age
51 (Piano Lessons).
Novels by Tom
Clancy and weighty
tomes on psychology and literature
are truly just the tip of the iceberg.
If you've ever been impressed
with the depth and breadth of t h e
library's collection, you h ave
primarily one person to thank:
Kathy Arsenault, collection development librarian.
Kathy selects everything
except books in the marine science
field, an ar ea in which librarian
Deb Henry specializes. Since
Kathy first began making selections in 1981, the Poynter collection h as doubled in size.
H ow does she choose what to
buy?
"I ask whether a book supports
the curriculum - that's my
guideline," says Kathy, who relies
on suggestions from faculty, other
librarians and requests from the
students. Sh e also peruses book
reviews published in more than a
dozen monthly magazines and the
top picks of resource guides like
Choice magazine.

Her book-buying budget varies
from year to year. Most r ecently,
she had $348,000 to play with,
which can buy between 3,000 to
3,500 books. That's only a smatter ing of what is being published on
an annual basis. So she chooses
carefully.
Half of her budget pays for
periodicals. The library h as some
600 titles, and tries not t o duplicate what other USF libraries
have that is available through
interlibrary loans.
Part ofthat budget also has to
go toward an ever-increasing
amount of databased collections.
The library currently caps its
electronic purchases at 15 percent
of the total budget.
Kathy says she enjoys working
with a wide range of subjects, from
philosophy and computer technology to prize-winning children's
books and recreational reading.
"I try to keep up with signifiSee Books on page 2

A virtual resource right at your library keyboard

Britannica's latest article database,
hundreds of articles not found in the
print Britannica, Merriam-Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary (lOth edition),
the Britannica Book of the Year, and
thousands of links to other web sites
selected by Britannica editors.
To access this resource, use the
USF Libraries Virtual Web page at
http://www .lib. usf.edu/virtual.
Call 553-3403 for details.

USF Libraries are now offering
to its patrons a new generation of
electronic resources delivered via the
World Wide Web. The Library
Connection will occasionally highlight these databases, which include
general reference and arts and
humanities resources.
Plans also are under way for

offering new resources in the social
sciences and sciences.
Britannica Online is the awardwinning web-based encyclopedia
provided by the Encyclopedia
Britannica company.
It consists of a fully searchable
and browsable collection of authoritative references, including
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particularly gratifying because it
demands greater processing abilities
than do other media. Readers must
first have their interest stirred. Then
they must focus their energies
toward word and syntax recognition.
Next they must convert written text
to language. And, finally, they must
relate language to meaning and
comprehension.
The most absorbed readers "ludic" from the Latin ludo (I play)
- seem to enjoy their tasks without
effort. In fact, it has been noted that
when persons reach such a state of
entrancement in the pages of a book,
actual changes in respiration and
muscle tension occur. Ludic readers
are drawn by their absorption into a
state of well-being where, even
though they might lose themselves
in concentration, they still remain
control.
Nell states, furthermore, that
the kind of reading that exacts a
high degree of absorption can act in
different ways. It can block distractions that are unpleasant. For those
r eaders who welcome experiences of
involvement, it can heighten consciousness.
Bound books will always offer
entertainment, enthrallment and
information at the whim and control
of the reader. To avid partakers,
comfort lies even in the feel of a book
where the shape alone evokes the
enjoyment it promises.
BOOKS from page1

cant works in each field and aim for
a balanced collection," says Kathy,
who also manages to squeeze in
writing book reviews for library
journals.
Even though books are her
business, Kathy ironically doesn't
get to r ead as much as she'd like.
But she says with equanimity, "It's
still nice to h ave the library available to me for background reading!"
2

Librarian Jackie Jackson was invited to be a member of the People to
People Citizen Ambassador Program's delegation to Russia and Hungary.
The program arranges international trips between professionals to promote
the exchange of ideas and improve communication and cultural understanding among citizens all over the world. The delegation's goal was to discuss
the current state of automation, electronic information and librarianship
with Russian and Hungarian librarians.
On Oct. 5 I flew to New York to
meet my travel companions. We
were a small group comprising a
documentalist from Amnesty International in Canada; a public library
collection development specialist
from New Jersey; a California
community college systems administrator, a government documents
librarian from Washington, D.C.; the
owner of a Canadian library software company; a Utah representative from a large company which
supplies and installs library systems; and myself.
Accordingly, each of us brought
unique skills to the project, and we
represented a cross-section of North
America. Our stops were St. Petersburg, Russia, Moscow and Budapest,
wh ere we met with an interpreter/
guide who also provided transportation in each city.
We found each library had
individual problems, usually associated with the lack of adequate
funding. The level of automation
ranged from practically none in one
case to almost state-of-the-art in
another.
We were shown archival materials dating back to the late 15th
century, and some of the preservation techniques being used to restore
damaged or ancient materials. We
saw rooms filled with rows of catalog
card cabinets for the many millions
of holdings some of these libraries
contained.
We discussed with our counterparts common problems and experi-

ences, answered questions and
promised to contact them later with
information they requested.
My companions and I had a very
rewarding experience both personally and professionally, and I am
most grateful to SAPL members for
the support given m e.
As a group, we hope to plan a
return visit in about five years to see
the changes and progress in library
technology and renew the friendships we forged.
-Jackie Jackson, circulation/
bibliographic instruction librarian

David Brodosi, audio I visual department staffer, orchestrates the broadcast taping of Project Oceanography.
The distance learning studio is
located in Poynter Library.

•
USF recently unveiled a 5-year
campaign aimed at securing at least
$220 million in private support,
making it the largest effort ever for
the institution and among the biggest
in Florida university history. The goal
for the libraries is $6.5 million.
•
USF student Toshi Sakama of
St. Petersburg became the first
sailor from USF's sailing team to
qualify for the Intercollegiate Yacht
Racing Association's single-handed
national championships. The sailing
team is based at USF St. Petersburg.

Book
Review
Cold Mountain, by Charles Frazier
Atlantic Monthly Press, 1997
Winner of the 1997 National Book
Award for fiction

The Civil War is winding down,
and in a hospital lies Inman (curiously never given a first name),
given up for dead several times since
being wounded at Petersburg.
Exhibiting feeble signs of life, he is
sent farther and farther behind the
lines to lie in a hospital in the state
capital.
His care is minimal, since scarce
resources are spent on those with
more promise. But somehow, he
survives. Without waiting for
furlough papers - and not sure he
would get them anyway -he begins
a long walk home.
When h e went to war, h e had
left behind a papered young woman
called Ada. She had been reared in
Charleston, and moved with her
widowed father to the mountains to
improve his health.
Her father trains her to play the
piano, r ead books and be charming
company. Then h e dies, leaving h er
a beautiful farm with no cash, no
help and no idea how to survive.
She lives on eggs the chickens

The main floor of the library was festive for the inaugural 25th Hour
Bayboro Brunch Oct. 26. The event, which was a fundraiser for scholarships,
drew more than 360 people who sampled food from local celebrity chefs.

drop, apples from the trees and little
else, since she lacks the skills to cook
grits, kill chickens or prepare for the
coming winter.
Enter Ruby, an abused child
from the hills forced to survive with
her wits from her earliest years. She
comes to stay, making Ada chop
wood, scythe hay and harvest
tobacco.
As Inman journeys home toward
Ada, with memories of her silks and
soft femininity, he experiences many
adventures evocative of Odysseus.
He usually walks at night, to avoid
the Home Guard which brutally
guns down those who are construed
- on the slenderest of grounds - to
be deserters.
He meets a number of people,
from the truly tragic and n eedy to
the depraved, all the while pushing
on toward the memory of the beautiful Ada. If she rejects him, he
envisions moving to a cave and
living in complete solitude.
As Ada, under Ruby's tutelage,
becomes attuned to the rhythms of
nature which impose a myriad of
backbreaking tasks, she changes
from the woman she had been before
the war to one who will completely
surprise the returning soldier.
The circumstances when they
finally meet and the subsequent
outcome are left to the reader to
discover. But the journey the reader
takes with Frazier's masterful prose
makes the book well worth the time.
-Marion Ballard

Video at a glance
Broken Glass
A film of Arthur Miller's play in
which a Brooklyn Jewish banker 's
feelings about violent anti-Semitic
riots in Nazi Germany are revealed.
The drama begins on the eve of
World War II as Nazi persecution of
Jews in Germany intensifies.
Kristallnacht, the pretty-sounding
name given to the vicious smashing
of windows of Jews' stores in Berlin,
has just occurred.
In New York, Sylvia Gellburg, a
40-ish housewife, becomes mysteriously paralyzed. On the surface, the
events seem to have nothing to do
with each other.
Then we begin to learn more
about Sylvia and her husband,
Phillip. What we learn quite quickly
is that he is a vision of denial, a man
dressed in mourning for what he
wished he weren't- a Jew.
Although he brags about being
the only Jew in his company and his
son being one ofthe few Jews to
attend West Point, Phillip has
changed his name from Goldberg.
He also claims he can't understand why is wife is so upset at what
is happening in Germany. When the
doctor tells him Sylvia's paralysis
has no physiological basis, Phillip
quickly starts to lose his tenuous
grasp on a fragile reality of his own
making.
- Jerry Notaro
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